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Introduction

▸ This document is a short introduction to explain how 
to find the coins in the catalogue of the Bibliothèque 
nationale de France. 

▸ This is a work in progress.  We intend to improve the 
access to the pictures and gradually fill in the 
database. 130,000 Greek and Roman Provincial 
coins will eventually be available for study.



Access to the catalogue: www.bnf.fr 



A project in progress
▸ The pictures are uploaded to the General catalogue 

as data is completed.

▸ The catalogue is designed for books. Until the 
creation of specialised numismatic fields:

• Coins will appear as « objets monétiformes, monographies » 
(monetary objects, monographies), 

• Mints will be listed under « auteurs » (authors).

▸ In the future, the BnF website will offer a more 
streamlined and easier access to the coin collection



A project in progress



To search a coin in the Catalogue général

The research « par mot de la notice » allows easy 
searching in French :

▸ By inventory number of the coin, example : 
Luynes 333

▸ By collection, example : Chandon de Briailles 
▸ By mint, example : Syracuse
▸ By authority, example :  Alexandre III
▸ By metal, example : argent
▸ Or combining several words, example : 

Philippe II Pella argent



Research by « mots de la notice »



Partial descriptions

▸ Add the word « monnaie » (coin) to limit the 
research to numismatic collections.

▸ There are no descriptions of the coin types. It is 
currently not possible to do research by theme or 
type (« Apollo » or « horse »).



Add « monnaie » to the research



Digitisation in progress

▸ Approximately 20,000 pictures are uploaded in the 
catalogue each month.

▸ To see the pictures already online, select 
« documents numérisés » (digitised documents) in 
the right part of the list of answers to your request



« Documents numérisés »



To see the pictures
▸ Select a coin in the list of digitised documents.
▸ The picture is visible in the right part of the file.
▸ To see a full picture, select « visualiser » in the right 

part of the screen.
▸ The « visualiseur » (window) offers several choices: 

- Chemin de fer (pull down menu on left)
- Image seule (picture only)
- Planche contact (picture field)
- Plein écran (full screen)



To see the pictures



View « planche contact » (picture field)



View « chemin de fer » (pull down menu)



View « plein écran » (full screen)



To order a picture

▸ http://www.bnf.fr/fr/collections_et_services/reproductions_document.html

▸ reproduction@bnf.fr


